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Chapter

Importance and Applications of 
Ultrasonic Technology to Improve 
Food Quality
Maged E.A. Mohammed and Mohammed R. Alhajhoj

Abstract

Nutritional value and quality of food products are very important for a healthy 
life of human beings. Various modern thermal and nonthermal application technolo-
gies such as pulsed light, pulsed electric field, high and low hydrostatic pressure, 
microwave, and ohmic heating have been used to improve food products character-
istics. In recent years, ultrasonic applications have been used for food processing. 
The ultrasonic is defined as sound waves with a frequency exceeding the human 
hearing limit. Based on the frequency range of ultrasonic waves, it can be used in 
many industrial applications including the processing of food. Applications of high-
power ultrasonic with low frequency aim to improve the quality of food products. 
Low-power ultrasonic with high-frequency applications are used for nondestruc-
tive quality evaluation of physicochemical properties of food. The most important 
advantages of ultrasonic technologies are the low cost of food processing, low power 
consumption, simplicity compared to other technologies, suitability for the treat-
ment of solid and liquid food, and environmental safeness and friendliness, thus 
becoming a promising technology for monitoring and improving quality of food 
products. The main objective of this chapter is to provide an overview of the princi-
pal and recent applications of ultrasonic waves to improve food product quality.

Keywords: ultrasonic applications, ultrasonic frequency, high-intensity,  
low-intensity, cavitation, ultrasonic equipment, food quality

1. Introduction

Improving the nutritional values and stability of quality is a very important 
parameter in food product quality assurance for a healthy life of human beings. 
Consumers are looking for fresh and good characteristics in their food with nutri-
ent content and high sensorial quality. Now, consumers are more aware of the 
processing techniques used in the processing of their food, and they prefer natural 
products free of additives and chemicals. Therefore, there is a need for alternative 
technologies for food processing. Recently, various modern thermal and nonther-
mal technologies such as pulsed light, pulsed electric field, high and low hydrostatic 
pressure, microwave, ohmic heating, freezing, pasteurizing, ionizing radiation, 
etc. have been used to improve the physicochemical characteristics, extend the 
shelf life of food products, and control food quality by inactivating microorgan-
isms at sublethal or ambient temperatures. One of the nonthermal technologies 
that can be used also is the application of ultrasonic (high-power and low-power 
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ultrasonic with low and high frequency); especially it has shown a negligible effect 
on the nutrient value of food products [1, 2]. Applications of ultrasonic technology 
for food processing aim to offer consumers high-quality foods. The ultrasonic is 
considered to be a promising and emerging technology that can be used in food pro-
cessing technology and many industrial applications by regulating frequency [3]. 
According to sound wave ranges used, the ultrasonic can be divided into low-power 
high-frequency ultrasonic and high-power low-frequency ultrasonic [4]. Low-
power ultrasonic with high frequency is used for nondestructive quality evaluation 
of physicochemical characteristics of fruit, vegetables, and food products during 
processing or storage. The high-power ultrasonic with low frequency is used to 
improve the physicochemical properties of food products and in food processing 
such as humidification, hydrothermal treatments, extraction, drying, freezing, 
and inactivation of microorganisms of food products [3]. The ultrasonic technol-
ogy has been also used in the industry of food products to develop many reliable 
and effective processing applications of food. The most common applications of 
ultrasonic in the industry of food include extraction of intracellular and material 
cell destruction. Depending on the ultrasonic intensity, the ultrasonic is used for 
the deactivation or activation of enzymes, homogenization and mixing, disper-
sion, stabilization, crystallization and dissolution, emulsification, hydrogenation, 
preservation, ripening, meat tenderization, oxidation, as a solid-liquid extraction 
adjuvant to accelerate and to improve the extraction, and atomization and degas-
sing of food processing [5]. The objectives of ultrasonic research are to analyze and 
study the phenomena of undesirable and desirable degradation resulting from the 
applications of ultrasonic wave treatments in foods. The processing using ultrasonic 
may impact the chemical composition texture of foods [6].

Generally, ultrasonic applications are environmentally friendly and offer an 
advantage in the selectivity, yield, and productivity, with enhanced quality, reduced 
physical and chemical hazards, and short processing time. Before the commercial-
ization of some food products such as vegetables and fruit, oils and fat, cocoa-sugar 
and coffee, meal and flours, dairy, and meat which are complex mixtures of pro-
teins, sugars, lipids, vitamins, aromas, fibers, antioxidants, pigments, and mineral 
and organic compounds have to be processed and preserved using ultrasonic appli-
cations for food meals and to extraction of food ingredients [7]. The main purpose 
of this chapter is to provide an overview of the basic principles and current applica-
tions of low-intensity and high-intensity ultrasonic waves as a modern nonthermal 
technique for food product processing technology to improve its quality.

2. Overview of sound waves

The sound wave type is determined by its frequency. Figure 1 shows the sound 
spectrum which displays the various frequencies present in a sound. “Infrasound” 
indicates a sound wave below the human hearing range. This frequency of sound 
is used by submarine sonar devices and whales. The frequency of the sound for the 
human hearing ranges from 20Hz to 20 kHz [8, 9]. The sound signal arises from 
many sources, e.g., the air turbulence or gases, passage through fluids, and by the 
impact of solid against another solid similar or non-similar. Because the sound is 
a natural phenomenon of waves, it may contain only one frequency as a sine wave 
with pure steady state (Figure 2) or contain complex frequencies such as the noise 
generated by many sound sources, e.g., machines and engines. The frequency of 
sound (f) is sound pressure times number. The sound frequency also may be identi-
fied by the frequency of angular (ω) expressed in radians per second as shown in 
Eq. (1). The period (T) is the time amount for a cycle of the single [10]:



3

Importance and Applications of Ultrasonic Technology to Improve Food Quality
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.88523

  ω = 2π f =   2π _ 
T

     (1)

Actually, the amplitude of the sound wave is strongly affected by the particles 
near the source of the sound waves, and on the contrary, the deeper particles are 
in the treated medium, the lower the sound wave amplitude. This reduction in 
sound wave amplitude at the deep is due to the attenuation produced by the treated 
medium. As a result, the sound amplitude versus wavelength distance is actually an 
exponentially sinusoid degenerate (Figure 3). The wavelength ((λ) is the distance 
between peaks of successive amplitude) is related to frequency (f) through the 
traveling wave velocity (c) as shown in Eq. (2) [11]:

  λ =   c _ 
f
     (2)

Ultrasonic is a wave of sound with a frequency greater than the human hearing 
limit. Ultrasonic is considered an energy form generated by a longitudinal mechanical 

Figure 1. 
Sound spectrum.

Figure 2. 
The pure steady-state sine wave pulses.

Figure 3. 
Sinusoidal ultrasound wave.
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wave with one-dimensional propagation and frequency of vibration above 
20,000 cycles per second (20 kHz) as shown in Figure 4. Ultrasonic waves can be 
categorized according to its frequency into two categories that are: (1) Low-frequency 
category which has frequency ranging from 20 to 1000 kHz. The applications of 
this category are used at high-power intensities in industrial applications, ultrasonic 
therapy, sonochemistry, and nanotechnology. (2) High-frequency category which has 
a frequency above 1 MHz and is being used at low-power intensities for nondestruc-
tive quality evaluation, imaging, and diagnostic applications [6, 12].

Use of ultrasonic application provides a good way to reach higher rates for the 
chemical and physicochemical process, shorter processing times and pathways of 
reaction. Interaction mechanisms between the product material and ultrasonic 
waves vary as a function of the input power of the ultrasonic. The pulse of ultra-
sonic speed depends on the acoustic properties of the medium of treated material. 
The speed of sound propagation in solid materials is higher than the sound propa-
gation speed in liquids and greater in liquids than in gases [9].

3. Ultrasonic equipment

The main equipment of ultrasonic consists of a transducer, electrical power 
generator, and sound emitter devices. The emitter’s function is to physically send the 
waves of ultrasonic to the medium. There are two types of ultrasonic systems used in 
the industry of food products: one using the bath as a traditional method and other 
using the horn as the sound emitter. The horn-based system is utilized in many appli-
cations from ultrasonic application in food processing and cleaning of plant surfaces 
for the process of food to application of ultrasonic for welding of metals [11].

3.1 Ultrasonic transducers

The transducer is the most important part of ultrasonic systems; the role of the 
transducer in the system is to generate the actual ultrasonic waves by converting 
the mechanical or electrical energy into sound energy at ultrasonic frequencies by 
vibrating mechanically. The ultrasonic transducer contacts to an electrical genera-
tor with 20 kHz frequency to transform electrical energy into ultrasonic energy by 
mechanical vibration at the same frequency (20 k cycles per second) [13]. The most 
applicable methods of ultrasound generation are carried out using ultrasonic trans-
ducers depending on the principle of the electrostrictive transformer. The principle 
of the methods is based on ferroelectric materials’ elastic deformation within a 
high-frequency electrical field which results in molecules’ polarized mutual attrac-
tion in the field. Then, the high-frequency alternating current is transmitted via 
two electrodes to ferroelectric material. After generating mechanical oscillation, the 
waves of sound are transmitted to the amplifier to generate the ultrasound [14].

The ultrasonic transducer is an electronic device that generates and receives the 
waves of sound. The transducer basically functions as a converter of energy, where it 

Figure 4. 
Ultrasonic frequencies classification.
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converts a form of acoustical energy into other energy forms (e.g., mechanical, elec-
trical, or thermal energy). In addition, the transducer is reversible in either direction 
to convert electrical or mechanical energy to sound energy or vice versa. The most 
high-intensity ultrasonic generators are essentially magnetostrictive devices crystal 
oscillators in use. The categories of ultrasonic transducers fall into the following [10]:

1. Crystal oscillators are work through the effect of piezoelectric (reversible).

2. Magnetostrictive equipment are works based on the phenomenon of magneto-
striction (reversible also).

3. Mechanical transducers that operate as generators and receivers.

4. Electromagnetic transducers are work based on the principle of the audio 
loudspeaker (but only work in the lower frequencies range of ultrasonic).

5. Other different types are thermal, optical, and chemical transducers.

6. Ultrahigh transducers that operate in the frequency range at megahertz or 
gigahertz.

Generally, the main transducers used in the most ultrasonic application can be 
summarized into three types: piezoelectric, magnetostrictive, and liquid-driven. 
The piezoelectric and magnetostrictive transducers convert magnetic and electrical 
energy into ultrasonic energy. The liquid-driven transducers depend on mechanical 
energy to generate ultrasonic energy [15].

3.2 Electrical generator

The electrical generators are used to supply the ultrasonic systems with the 
required electrical energy to drive the transducer. Generally, the electrical generator 
produces a suitable power rating for the ultrasound system and allows the power to 
be set only indirectly through current (I) and voltage (V) settings. The current rep-
resents the electron charge traversing an area over some time interval and measured 
in amp, the voltage represents the stored energy in the electrons and measured in 
volt, and the electrical power is the output of current and voltage. Electrical genera-
tors that are designed and operate in the low frequency ranged from 10 to 40 kHz 

Figure 5. 
Ultrasonic bath.



Food Processing

6

for ultrasonic generally focusing on industrial therapeutic applications, welding, 
cleaning, and disinfecting applications [11, 13].

3.3 Emitter (reactor)

The function of the emitter (reactor) is to radiate the waves of ultrasonic which 
are produced by the transducer into the treated medium. In addition, the role of 
the emitter may also be to amplify the ultrasonic vibrations when radiating them in 
some ultrasonic system. The main types of emitters are horns and baths; the horns 
often require a sonotrode to attach with the horn tip. The baths (Figure 5) usually 
consist of a stainless steel tank fixed with its base one or more transducers. The 
stainless steel tank holds a liquid case sample, and the transducers radiate ultrasonic 
directly into the sample [15].

4. Applications of power ultrasonic in food processing

Although the ultrasonic has been used in the twentieth century, most of the new 
and improved ultrasonic applications has reached practically only in the past few 
years. Ultrasonic applications can be classified into two categories as high intensity 
and low intensity. High-intensity applications deliberately affect the contents of the 
propagation medium. Uses of high intensities include liquid atomization, material 
machining, medical surgery and therapy, material cleaning, plastics and metals 
welding, biological cell disruption, and material homogenization. Low-intensity 
applications carry the objective of transmitting energy through a medium in order 
to convey information through the treated medium or to obtain information about 
the medium. Uses of low intensities include nondestructive testing, medical diag-
nosis, elastic property measurements of materials and agricultural products, and 
acoustical holography. Nowadays, ultrasonic application technology has extremely 
affected the meat industry, with a controlling role in the classification of the 
product quality. It is being used to measure the fat layer thickness in live animals, 
and it is also utilized to predict carcass traits as a livestock management part, and 
it has been used to improve homogenized milk quality. In addition, the ultrasonic 
application technology is utilized in the pest control that includes the expulsion or 
killing of insects [10, 11]. The potential uses of ultrasonic applications technology 
for improving the nutritional and quality aspects of food have been highlighted by 
Ashokkumar [16]. The ultrasonic application technology offers a huge potential to 
bioprocessing industries and foods. Developing custom-made and new equipment 
is an issue to be addressed by food technologists, physicists, and engineers [16].

In addition, ultrasonic applications have been used for food processing as an 
important alternative processing method of conventional thermal. Ultrasonication 
process can preserve and pasteurize food products by inactivation of microorgan-
isms and many enzymes at normal conditions of temperature to guarantee the safety 
and stability of foods for improving food quality. The changes in ultrasonic physical 
properties, such as attenuation and scattering caused by treated food product materi-
als, have been also used in applications of food quality assurance [17]. The potential 
applications of ultrasonic are not only affected by the medium (gas, liquid, solid, or 
supercritical) but also the treatments variables (flow regime, temperature,  ultrasonic 
intensity, etc.) and the structure of product which could affect the magnitude of 
the changes induced by ultrasonic processing [18]. Ultrasound can be divided into 
different frequency ranges. Most ultrasonic applications in the food processing 
technology involved nondestructive measurements which referred especially to the 
assessment of product quality; such applications use low power less than 1 W/cm2 
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and high-frequency ultrasonic of 100 kHz to 1 MHz. Low-intensity ultrasonic is com-
monly applied as an analytical method to provide information on the food product’s 
physicochemical properties such as acidity, ripeness, firmness, content of sugar, 
etc. The high power levels used (typically in the range 10–1000 W/cm2) with low 
frequency (16–100 kHz) are used to make physical or chemical changes in the food to 
improve its properties [11, 19].

Generally, the ultrasonic applications are separated into two categories: the first 
category is low-intensity ultrasonic (called nondestructive or high-frequency ultra-
sound), and the second category is high-intensity ultrasonic (called low-frequency 
or power ultrasound) [20].

4.1 Applications of low-intensity ultrasonic

Low-intensity high-frequency ultrasonic is a nondestructive technique which is 
applied for detection purposes and provides information about the physicochemical 
characteristics of food products such as structure, firmness, composition, flow rate, 
physical state, etc. [21]. The action of ultrasonic waves is dependent on the input 
power. So the low-power ultrasonic is considered a noninvasive nondestructive 
method, and it is a useful technique for characterizing the physicochemical proper-
ties of food products, determining the food components type and contents, and 
measuring the emulsions droplet size. Irradiation of food products by low-power 
ultrasonic did not create any physical changes, at variance the high-power ultra-
sonic created the changes [9]. It is also used as a processing method in the industry 
of food to describe the components of food products, often in line with quality 
assurance. The nondestructive test basically is done by sending waves of ultrasonic 
through the medium without causing any permanent electrical, chemical, or 
physical changes in the food products. This is due to the use of too low ultrasonic 
intensity (<1 W/cm2), so there is no change in the foods by using this [11, 20, 21].

When ultrasonic waves pass through the medium, the particles in the medium 
oscillate mechanically in response to the low-intensity (low-energy) ultrasound. 
After that, the particles exposed to the waves of ultrasonic simply return to their 
position of equilibrium when the ultrasonic source is stopped. The distance to the 
location of reflection can be calculated by measuring the attenuation coefficient 
and frequency properties of ultrasonic to evaluate the physicochemical properties 
and to allow detection of compositional changes in the food products [11, 21]. In 
using low-intensity ultrasonic to characterize vegetable and fruit properties, there 
must be a relationship between the property to be measured and any measurable 
parameter of ultrasonic (e.g., impedance, attenuation, or velocity). The particular 
parameter that often influences the properties of ultrasonic in vegetables and fruits 
is the presence of intercellular air spaces that causes a resonant phenomenon over 
ultrasonic frequencies in a wide range. The appropriate frequency which transmits 
normally through vegetables and fruits is above 1 MHz at low intensity to avoid the 
damage in plant tissue [22].

On the other hand, there are other indirect applications for high-frequency 
ultrasonic in food processing area such as applications of ultrasonic in humidifiers 
or misting devices which are used in humidification or hydration of fresh fruit and 
vegetables or humidification systems of meat in the cold storage rooms for improv-
ing the quality of the product and decreasing the weight loss during the storage 
period. The operating principle of ultrasonic humidifiers depends on converting the 
electrical energy into periodically mechanical vibration by piezoelectric transduc-
ers and horn, which vibrates at high frequencies. The piezoelectric transducers are 
placed at the bottom of the water in order to produce high-frequency waves that 
propagate upward into the water. Then the ultrasonic wave rarefaction cycle causes 
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cavitation; in addition, the water over the piezoelectric transducer will produce a 
wavy layer. If the ultrasonic waves have enough energy that can overcome the water 
surface tension, then droplets will be generated from the water top surface. When 
the vibrating surface amplitude is increased to a level that the ultrasonic waves 
collapse and are unstable, the droplets will be ejected away from the water surface 
into a mist. The droplet’s size is dependent on the frequency of vibration and water 
depth above the piezoelectric transducers [23, 24].

The diameter of the atomized droplets is calculated based on the properties of 
the ultrasonic generator by Eq. (3) [25–27]:

   D  d   =  α  g    
3
 √ 
_

  8π ×  σ  s   ⁄ ρ  s   ×  f   2       (3)

where   D  d    represents the droplet diameter,  f  is ultrasonic frequency,  ρ  is a liquid 
density,  σ  is a surface tension, and   α  g    is a dimensionless constant   ( α  g   ≈ 0.4) . 

Generally, low-intensity ultrasonic applications can invaluably improve quality 
control in food production and monitor the changes that occur during humidifica-
tion, emulsifying, freezing, or drying of food products. Some food manufacturers 
use nondestructive ultrasonic applications to locate foreign particles such as organic 
residues, bacterial infections, or glass in solid and liquid food products during and 
even after food packaging [28]. Low-intensity ultrasonic has been used successfully 
at ultrasonic wave frequency of 150 kHz as a noninvasive and nondestructive means 
of evaluating the commercial poultry egg quality at different conditions of storage 
using the velocity ultrasound phase within the material of eggs to recognize the 
differences between the aged and fresh eggs [29].

Low-intensity ultrasonic applications are considered one of the efficient tools for 
nondestructive quality evaluation of fresh fruits and vegetables. These applications are 
characterized as a reliable and fast technique for correlating fruit and vegetable proper-
ties and specific indices of quality with the different growth stages, after maturation, 
during storage, and after storage to be ready for marketing and consumption while 
ensuring its quality. Commercial application of ultrasonic applications will be useful to 
consumers and growers due to the public demand for high-quality and uniform agri-
cultural products [30]. High-frequency ultrasonic technique using a contact transducer 
of 100 kHz as a nondestructive tool to determine fruit quality of navel oranges was 
applied successfully after fruit harvesting with a high accuracy level. Water content 
and density of the fruit can be determined accurately regardless of the other physi-
cal properties such as maturity, size, and the peel uniformity by isolating the results 
section which relates straight to the fruit acoustic properties. There is a high level of 
correlation between orange firmness and the reflected energy quantity of ultrasonic. 
Using ultrasonic technique, substandard individual fruit can be identified and sorted 
to be discarded at any harvest time and during processing or in a storage room. On the 
contrary, the methods of traditional destructive can be applied only on a limited sample 
of fruit after harvesting [31]. The measurements of the ultrasonic velocity (high-
frequency) and attenuation which was conducted at 25 MHz on samples of mango juice 
showed a big variability with a maturity of fruit at picking and after picking at ripening 
stage in relation to texture of fruit, the content of total soluble solids (TSS), and changes 
in biochemical composition [32]. Many research has been done on nondestructive 
applications of ultrasonic technologies in food processing, but further future research is 
needed in this area in order to develop new automated ultrasonic equipment.

4.2 Applications of high-intensity ultrasonic

Applications of high-intensity ultrasonic or power ultrasonic are used to 
change the physical or chemical properties of food products as well as to promote 
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the reactions of chemicals, produce emulsions, inhibit enzymes, disrupt cells, 
crystallization processes modification, etc. [21]. The use of high-intensity low-
frequency ultrasonic waves generating sonotrodes was initially proposed for 
cleaning, emulsification, and bacterial lysing. The high-intensity ultrasonic wave 
(high-power) equipment using sonotrodes operating was further developed for 
processes of chemicals (up to 6 kW). In recent, ultrasonic systems are developed 
to generate high mega-sonic frequencies of ultrasound (400 kHz) with a high 
power level (>100 W). Therefore, the high-intensity ultrasonic wave is suitable 
for many applications in food products [33].

The high-intensity ultrasonic fundamental effect on the fluid material is for effec-
tive hydrostatic pressure on the medium and the imposition of acoustic pressure. The 
acoustic pressure (Pa) is a sine wave dependent on the ultrasonic frequency (f), time 
(t), and the wave pressure amplitude at the maximum (Pa-max) [Eq. (4)]. The maxi-
mum wave pressure is proportional to the transducer power input [34]:

   P  a   =  P  a max   sin  (2𝜋ft)    (4)

The application of high-intensity ultrasonic (high power level = 75 W) was 
developed and tested to assist in convective heat transfer during food drying. The 
application of ultrasonic is based on the ultrasonic energy transmission through 
airborne contacts and solid contact series between the ultrasonic transducer and 
the tray of the food product as a vibration surface of ultrasonic transmitting. The 
slices of apple were dried using this method without compromising the quality of 
the product. The results indicated that using the ultrasonic application during apple 
drying led to the following: processing time was accelerated, consumption energy 
was reduced, production throughput was increased, and the quality of the prod-
uct was not affected by ultrasonic processing. The results also indicated that the 
ultrasonic treatments led to improve the convective drying process efficiency when 
using high-power ultrasonic at low temperature. These results are very useful at 
the need to dehydrate heat-sensitive products effectively or to decrease food drying 
time in order to preserve the physicochemical and nutritional properties of food 
products [35]. Pasteurization of many food products by an ultrasonic application 
at 50°C has a preserving potential on the food quality in terms of color, flavor, and 
physicochemical properties compared to the techniques of conventional pasteuriza-
tion at high temperatures [36]. The propagation of ultrasonic in a medium causes 
chemical and physical impacts, and these impacts have been used to improve the 
efficiency of the operations of various food processing technologies, and it has 
been also used as diagnostic technology in food quality control. The high-intensity 
ultrasonic application was applied to control ice crystal’s size distribution in low-
temperature processes and related applications such as thawing, freezing, freeze-
drying, and freeze concentration. It has been led to improve the freezing process 
efficiency, accelerate the freezing rate, and ensure frozen food quality [37].

High-intensity ultrasonic is being applied as an efficient preservation tool in 
fields of food processing for fruits and vegetables, honey, cereal products, proteins, 
gels, enzymes, cereal technology, dairy technology, water treatment, microbial 
inactivation, etc. [38]. In a previous study, the researchers have studied the effects 
of high-intensity ultrasonic at different levels of power ultrasound of 0, 200, 400, 
and 600 W as nonthermal processing on microbial inactivation (aerobic meso-
philic, molds, yeasts, and coliforms), microstructure (particle size distribution and 
optical microscopy), rheology, color, and kinetic stability of the inulin-enriched 
whey beverage. The result obtained by applying ultrasonic power of 600 W was 
comparable to applying a high temperature of 75°C at short treatment time of 
15 s concerning the total microbial inactivation. In addition, the high-intensity 
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ultrasonic was better than the high-temperature short-time ultrasonic in improving 
kinetic stability of beverage, decreasing consistency and viscosity, avoiding phase 
separation, disrupting fruit and milk cells, and decreasing particle size. Therefore, 
nonthermal processing by high-intensity ultrasonic seems to be a promising 
technology for the production of probiotic dairy beverages. However, further future 
studies concerning the ultrasonic application effect on nutritional properties of 
this product must be evaluated before marketing [39]. Sterilization and improved 
emulsification can be conducted at lower temperatures than conventional treat-
ments at high temperatures using high-intensity ultrasonic to produce a stable 
food product by retaining the useful bioactive ingredients and preventing spoilage 
of treated food. Applications of high-intensity ultrasonic in the fractionation of 
fat, dairy beverages production, and disruption of casein offer the potential of 
decreased treatment times; properties of the possible product have more advantages 
than those produced through conventional thermal techniques. Therefore, using 
ultrasonic applications in this area will lead to economic savings to producers in 
terms of producing value-added products and processing times and temperature. 
The consumers were satisfied with ultrasonic application studies for processing 
of food products to improve the quality of final products in terms of flavor, color, 
texture, and other physicochemical characteristics [40].

High-intensity ultrasonic treatment is a good process to inactivate enzymes and 
microorganisms at combined pressure and heat treatments as a hurdle technology. 
This combination is a successful application in lower temperatures for the inactivation 
process which provides a good solution for food product producers to secure fresh-like 
foods [41]. The impact of power ultrasound on the fruit and vegetable quality during 
drying and pre-treatment has been assessed. The indicators of fruit quality such as 
the losses of leaching, rehydration capacity, shrinkage of fruit, and the final product’s 
organoleptic characteristics have been also evaluated. The result showed that enzyme 
inactivation and leaching losses during blanching using high-intensity high-power 
ultrasonic at low temperature are similar to the result found using conventional treat-
ments, but there is a significant reduction in the ultrasonic treatment time. Ultrasonic 
application in the drying of strawberries and carrots produces a highly significant 
reduction in the time of processing while providing high-quality final products. The 
final products’ quality was equivalent or superior to final products obtained in convec-
tive dryer prototype under similar conditions, was higher than marketed products, 
and was similar to the produced products by freeze-drying [42]. The impact of low-
frequency high-power ultrasound (40 kHz, 130 W) on bean in terms of kinetics of 
hydration and cooking times was studied. Treatment of bean samples by ultrasonic waves 
for 30 min at 30°C 30 min occurs a significant increase in the effective diffusivity up to 
45 times and reduces the time which obtains the equilibrium moisture content by 58.8% 
and the reduction percentage in cooking time reached 43% [43].

Generally, high-power ultrasonic has become an efficient technique for some 
commercial applications, such as homogenization, emulsification, crystallization, 
extraction, dewatering, low-temperature pasteurization, deforming, degassing, 
viscosity alteration, reduction of particle size, and inactivation or activation of 
enzymes. In addition, due to the need for inactivation of enzymes and microorgan-
isms without destroying food nutrients, the high-power ultrasound applications are 
the best processing methods as a nonthermal alternative method to thermal process-
ing treatments for food product preservation. This is due to continuous development 
and improvement in the design and manufacturing of ultrasonic equipment, but 
high-power ultrasonic for food processing like most innovative technologies in this 
field is not an effective technique for large-scale commercial application. Therefore, 
there is a need to conduct research on high-power ultrasonic for it to become an 
efficient large-scale commercial technology for processing food products [36, 44].
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5. Applications of cavitation

The cavitation phenomenon (liquid rupture) is easily observed in water boil-
ing, turbines, hydrofoils, and in seawater in the proximity of a rotating propeller 
of the ship. It happens in those liquid regions that are subject to rapidly vacillating 
pressures with high amplitude. Cavitations also happen in a liquid exposed to high-
energy ultrasonic, considering that the sound travels through a small volume of 
fluid or water. During the negative half of the pressure cycle, the liquid is exposed 
to tensile stress, and during the positive half of the pressure cycle, the liquid is 
exposed to compression stress. Therefore, the bubbles entrapped in the liquid will 
extend and retract alternatively. When the amplitude of pressure is sufficiently 
large and the bubble initial radius is minimal than the critical value, R0 is given 
using the following equation [10]:

   R  o   = 1 / ω  √ 
____________

  3γ (  ( P  o   +   2  T  st   _ 
 R  o  

  )  ⁄ ρ )      (5)

where ω is a signal angular frequency, Po is the hydrostatic pressure in a liquid, γ 
is a principal specific heat ratio of the gas in a bubble, Tts is a surface tension at the 
bubble surface, and 𝜌 is the intensity of liquid.

The sound pressure load (<10 Pa) exerted on the ear of human is very small, 
but the pressure of ultrasonic (MPa) in liquids can be high enough to create the 
cavitation phenomenon (can destroy the treated medium). Ultimately, the cavita-
tions lead to free radical production and sonochemical that react chemically with 
media (liquid) and also lead to the destruction of microbiological cells [11]. The 
ultrasound passage in liquid products generates a physical effect and mechanical 
agitation due to acoustic cavitation [16]. The food industry has usually depended on 
the heating methods for enzyme and microorganism inactivation for preservation 
of food products. Despite thermal method actually leading to destroy some spores, 
kill microorganisms, and inactivate some enzymes, food may lose their organoleptic 
and nutritional properties during the process. On the contrary, the inactivation 
mechanism using the ultrasonic application depends on the generation of physi-
cal forces due to the phenomenon of cavitation [17]. Transmitted, dispersed, 
and reflected pulses of acoustic can be used in food product quality assurance. 
Using ultrasonic application for enzymatic inactivation of some food products is 
very important for the preservation of quality which is a requisite for secure food 
material stabilization. The physical and chemical forces generated by ultrasonic 
cavitation raise severe damage to the microorganism’s cell wall, leading to microor-
ganism inactivation. In addition, ultrasonic cavitation effects in liquid foods lead 
to disrupting the functional and structural components up to microorganisms cell 
lysis [17]. The applications of ultrasonic that are used for flaw detection in food 
processing for quality assurance of food products must be designed with ensuring 
that no cavitation possibly occurs. On the contrary, there are other applications 
of ultrasonic, depending on inertial cavitation to produce desirable changes in 
food products. These changes are produced by cavitation, such as microorganism 
inactivation and release of nutritional compounds and oils through the erosion of 
the cellular structure of the treated product cell [11]. The released energy during 
cavitation has a great ability to improve food products’ safety by destroying the 
pathogenic and food spoilage microorganisms and foreign material detection in 
food products. Although the applications of cavitation are well applied in many 
different industries other than food processing, the application of cavitation in 
processing of dairy products and its ingredients is recently gaining much attention, 
and it has a large potential to become a promising method in the near future in dairy 
product processing area such as reduction of viscosity, homogenization, making of 
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yogurt, cream, and cheese, waste management, microbial inactivation, food safety, 
etc. Power ultrasound cleaning application at low frequency generally operates 
between 20 and 50 kHz. The cleaning effect of ultrasound depends on cavitation. 
Increasing the cavitation in cleaning liquid increases the ultrasonic cleaning effect. 
The most important parameters affecting the cavitation are ultrasonic frequency 
and temperature [41, 45].

6. Conclusions

Ultrasonic applications can be considered promising and applicable as a green 
technology for food safety and quality assurance purposes of food products. 
Ultrasonic applications are divided into two categories according to its intensity 
and frequency: high frequency with low intensity (power ultrasound) and low 
frequency with high intensity (nondestructive). High-intensity applications 
deliberately affect the contents of the propagation medium. Uses of high intensi-
ties offer an advantage in the selectivity, yield, and productivity, with enhanced 
quality, reduced physical and chemical hazards, and short processing time. Before 
the commercialization of some food products such as vegetables and fruit, oils and 
fat, cocoa-sugar and coffee, meal and flours, dairy, and meat which are complex 
mixtures of proteins, sugars, lipids, vitamins, aromas, fibers, antioxidants, pig-
ments, and mineral and organic compounds have to be processed and preserved 
using ultrasonic applications for food meals and to extraction of food ingredients. 
Low-intensity applications are used for nondestructive quality evaluation of food 
products. The physical and chemical forces generated by ultrasonic cavitation raise 
severe damage to the cell wall of microorganisms, leading to their inactivation. 
A major advantage of the ultrasonic applications in food processing is that it is 
perceived as benign by the consumers. On the contrary, other processing technolo-
gies such as gamma radiation, microwaves, ohmic heating, and pulsed electric 
field can be cautiously considered by some of the population. Generally, the sound 
waves are considered nontoxic, safe, and environmentally friendly; this gives the 
use of ultrasonic major advantage over other modern processing techniques. In 
addition, it is characterized by the low cost of construction, low power consump-
tion, simplicity compared to other technologies, and suitability for solid and liquid 
food products. Despite conducting a lot of research on applications of ultrasonic 
technologies for food products, there is still a need for more future research in 
order to utilize this technology on a fuller industrial scale to produce high-quality 
and safe food products.

Acknowledgements

The authors gratefully acknowledge the financial support for the project num-
ber (DPRC-7-2018) by the Date Palm Research Center of Excellence, King Faisal 
University, KSA.

Conflict of interest

The authors declare no conflict of interest.



13

Importance and Applications of Ultrasonic Technology to Improve Food Quality
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.88523

© 2019 The Author(s). Licensee IntechOpen. This chapter is distributed under the terms 
of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by/3.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided the original work is properly cited. 

Author details

Maged E.A. Mohammed1,2* and Mohammed R. Alhajhoj1

1 Date Palm Research Center of Excellence, King Faisal University, KSA

2 Agricultural Engineering Department, Faculty of Agriculture, Menoufia 
University, Egypt

*Address all correspondence to: maged3929@yahoo.ca



14

Food Processing

References

[1] Mohamed ME, Eissa AH. Pulsed 
electric fields for food processing 
technology. In: Eissa AH, editor. 
Structure and Function of Food 
Engineering. Rijeka, Croatia: 
IntechOpen; 2012. pp. 275-306. DOI: 
10.5772/48678.ch11

[2] Mohammed MEA, Eissa AHA, 
Aleid SM. Application of pulsed electric 
field for microorganisms inactivation 
in date palm fruits. Journal of Food and 
Nutrition Research. 2016;4:646-652. 
DOI: 10.12691/jfnr-4-10-3

[3] Awad TS, Moharram HA,  
Shaltout OE, Asker D, Youssef MM.  
Application of ultrasound in analysis, 
processing and quality control of food. 
A review. Food Research International. 
2012;48:410-427. DOI: 10.1016/j.
foodres.2012.05.004

[4] Dolatowski ZJ, Stadnik J, Stasiak D.  
Applications of ultrasound in food 
technology. Acta Scientiarum 
Polonorum. Technologia Alimentaria. 
2007;6(3):88-99

[5] Gallo M, Ferrara L, Naviglio D.  
Application of ultrasound in food 
science and technology: A perspective. 
Food. 2018;7:164. DOI: 10.3390/
foods7100164

[6] Alarcon-Rojo AD, Peña-González E, 
García-Galicia I, Carrillo-López L, 
Huerta-Jiménez M, Reyes-Villagrana R, 
et al. Ultrasound application to 
improve meat quality. In: Díaz AV, 
García-Gimeno RM, editors. Descriptive 
Food Science. Rijeka, Croatia: 
IntechOpen; 2018. pp. 153-172. DOI: 
10.5772/intechopen.77973

[7] Chemat F, Khan MK. Applications 
of ultrasound in food technology: 
Processing, preservation and extraction. 
Ultrasonics Sonochemistry. 2011;18:813-
835. DOI: 10.1016/j.ultsonch.2010.11.023

[8] Feng H, Barbosa-Cánovas GV, 
Weiss J. Ultrasound Technologies 
for Food and Bioprocessing. 1st ed. 
New York: Springer; 2011. DOI: 
10.1007/978-1-4419-7472-3

[9] Kasaai MR. Input power-mechanism 
relationship for ultrasonic irradiation: 
Food and polymer applications. Natural 
Science. 2013;5:14-22. DOI: 10.4236/
ns.2013.58A2003

[10] Raichel DR. The Science and 
Applications of Acoustics. New York: 
Springer Science & Business Media; 2006

[11] Bermúdez-Aguirre D, Mobbs T,  
Barbosa-Cánovas GV. Ultrasound 
applications in food processing. In: 
Feng H, Barbosa-Cánovas GV, Weiss J, 
editors. Ultrasound Technologies for 
Food and Bioprocessing. 1st ed. 
New York: Springer; 2011. pp. 65-105. 
DOI: 10.1007/978-1-4419-7472-3

[12] Tyagi VK, Lo SL, Appels L, 
Dewil R. Ultrasonic treatment of waste 
sludge: A review on mechanisms 
and applications. Critical Reviews 
in Environmental Science and 
Technology. 2014;44:1220-1288. DOI: 
10.1080/10643389.2013.763587

[13] Mason TJ. Power ultrasound in 
food processing—The way forward. 
In: Povey MJW, Mason TJ, editors. 
Ultrasound in Food Processing. London: 
Blackie Academic & Professional; 1998. 
pp. 103-126

[14] Knorr D, Zenker M, Heinz V, 
Lee DU. Applications and potential of 
ultrasonics in food processing. Trends 
in Food Science and Technology. 
2004;15:261-266. DOI: 10.1016/j.
tifs.2003.12.001

[15] Povey MJW, Mason TJ.  
Ultrasound in Food Processing. 
London: Blackie Academic & 
Professional; 1998. p. 271



15

Importance and Applications of Ultrasonic Technology to Improve Food Quality
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.88523

[16] Ashokkumar M. Applications of 
ultrasound in food and bioprocessing. 
Ultrasonics Sonochemistry. 
2015;25:17-23. DOI: 10.1016/j.
ultsonch.2014.08.012

[17] Chandrapala J, Oliver C, Kentish S, 
Ashokkumar M. Ultrasonics in food 
processing—Food quality assurance 
and food safety. Trends in Food Science 
and Technology. 2012;26:88-98. DOI: 
10.1016/j.tifs.2012.01.010

[18] Cárcel JA, García-Pérez JV, 
Benedito J, Mulet A. Food process 
innovation through new technologies: 
Use of ultrasound. Journal of Food 
Engineering. 2012;110:200-207. DOI: 
10.1016/j.jfoodeng.2011.05.038

[19] Soria AC, Villamiel M. Effect 
of ultrasound on the technological 
properties and bioactivity of food: A 
review. Trends in Food Science and 
Technology. 2010;21:323-331. DOI: 
10.1016/j.tifs.2010.04.003

[20] Mason TJ. Sonochemistry and 
sonoprocessing: The link, the trends 
and (probably) the future. Ultrasonics 
Sonochemistry. 2003;10:175-179. DOI: 
10.1016/S1350-4177(03)00086-5

[21] McClements JD. Advances in the 
application of ultrasound in food 
analysis and processing. Trends 
in Food Science and Technology. 
1995;6:293-299. DOI: 10.1016/
S0924-2244(00)89139-6

[22] McClements DJ, Gunasekaran S.  
Ultrasonic characterization of foods 
and drinks: Principles, methods, and 
applications. Critical Reviews in Food 
Science and Nutrition. 1997;37:1-46. 
DOI: 10.1080/10408399709527766

[23] Yeo LY, Friend JR, McIntosh MP, 
Meeusen ENT, Morton DAV. Ultrasonic 
nebulization platforms for pulmonary 
drug delivery. Expert Opinion on 
Drug Delivery. 2010;7:663-679. DOI: 
10.1517/17425247.2010.485608

[24] Phanphanit P. Experimental 
and computational study of an 
ultrasonic atomizer [thesis]. Faculty 
of Engineering and Physical Sciences, 
University of Manchester; 2011

[25] Gagnon AM. Fabrication of an 
ultrasonic nebulizer: Rate of flow 
and performance studies. Studies in 
Conservation. 2019;64:1-12. DOI: 
10.1080/00393630.2019.1605124

[26] Rajan R, Pandit A. Correlations 
to predict droplet size in ultrasonic 
atomization. Ultrasonics. 
2001;39:235-255. DOI: 10.1016/
S0041-624X(01)00054-3

[27] Rodes CTRG, Smith T, Crouse R, 
Ramachandran G. Measurements 
of the size distribution of 
aerosols produced by ultrasonic 
humidification. Aerosol Science and 
Technology. 1990;13:220-229. DOI: 
10.1080/02786829008959440

[28] Hæggström E, Luukkala M. 
Ultrasound detection and identification 
of foreign bodies in food products. Food 
Control. 2001;12:37-45. DOI: 10.1016/
S0956-7135(00)00007-4

[29] Aboonajmi M, Akram A, 
Nishizu T, Kondo N, Setarehdan SK, 
Rajabipour A. An ultrasound based 
technique for the determination 
of poultry egg quality. Research in 
Agricultural Engineering. 2010;56: 
26-32. DOI: 10.17221/18/2009-RAE

[30] Mizrach A. Ultrasonic technology 
for quality evaluation of fresh fruit 
and vegetables in pre-and postharvest 
processes. Postharvest Biology and 
Technology. 2008;48:315-330. DOI: 
10.1016/j.postharvbio.2007.10.018

[31] Morrison DS, Abeyratne UR.  
Ultrasonic technique for non-
destructive quality evaluation of 
oranges. Journal of Food Engineering. 
2014;141:107-112. DOI: 10.1016/j.
jfoodeng.2014.05.018



Food Processing

16

[32] Valente M, Prades A, Laux D.  
Potential use of physical measurements 
including ultrasound for a better mango 
fruit quality characterization. Journal of 
Food Engineering. 2013;116:57-64. DOI: 
10.1016/j.jfoodeng.2012.11.022

[33] Madhu B, Sai Srinivas M, 
Srinivas G, Jain S. Ultrasonic technology 
and its applications in quality control, 
processing and preservation of food: 
A review. Current Journal of Applied 
Science and Technology. 2019;32:1-11. 
DOI: 10.9734/CJAST/2019/46909

[34] Muthukumaran S, Kentish SE, 
Stevens GW, Ashokkumar M. Application 
of ultrasound in membrane separation 
processes: A review. Reviews in 
Chemical Engineering. 2006;22:155-194.  
DOI: 10.1515/REVCE.2006.22.3.155

[35] Sabarez HT, Gallego-Juarez JA, 
Riera E. Ultrasonic-assisted convective 
drying of apple slices. Drying 
Technology. 2012;30:989-997. DOI: 
10.1080/07373937.2012.677083

[36] Patist A, Bates D. Ultrasonic 
innovations in the food industry: 
From the laboratory to commercial 
production. Innovative Food Science & 
Emerging Technologies. 2008;9:147-154. 
DOI: 10.1016/j.ifset.2007.07.004

[37] Cheng X, Zhang M, Xu B, 
Adhikari B, Sun J. The principles of 
ultrasound and its application in 
freezing related processes of food 
materials: A review. Ultrasonics 
Sonochemistry. 2015;27:576-585. DOI: 
10.1016/j.ultsonch.2015.04.015

[38] Majid I, Nayik GA, Nanda V. 
Ultrasonication and food technology: 
A review. Cogent Food & 
Agriculture. 2015;1:1071022. DOI: 
10.1080/23311932.2015.1071022

[39] Guimarães JT, Silva EK, 
Alvarenga VO, Costa ALR, Cunha RL, 
Sant'Ana AS, et al. Physicochemical 
changes and microbial inactivation 

after high-intensity ultrasound 
processing of prebiotic whey beverage 
applying different ultrasonic power 
levels. Ultrasonics Sonochemistry. 
2018;44:251-260. DOI: 10.1016/j.
ultsonch.2018.02.012

[40] Paniwnyk L. Applications of 
ultrasound in processing of liquid foods: 
A review. Ultrasonics Sonochemistry. 
2017;38:794-806. DOI: 10.1016/j.
ultsonch.2016.12.025

[41] Ünver A. Applications of ultrasound 
in food processing. Green Chemical and 
Technological Letters. 2016;2:121-126. 
DOI: 10.18510/gctl.2016.231

[42] Villamiel M, Gamboa J, Soria AC,  
Riera E, García-Pérez JV, Montilla A. I 
mpact of power ultrasound on the 
quality of fruits and vegetables 
during dehydration. Physics Procedia. 
2015;70:828-832. DOI: 10.1016/j.
phpro.2015.08.169

[43] Ulloa JA, Enríquez López KV,  
Contreras Morales YB, Rosas 
Ulloa P, Ramírez Ramírez JC, Ulloa 
Rangel BE. Effect of ultrasound 
treatment on the hydration kinetics 
and cooking times of dry beans 
(phaseolus vulgaris). CyTA Journal 
of Food. 2015;13(4):588-596. DOI: 
10.1080/19476337.2015.1024173

[44] Ercan S, Soysal Ç. Use of ultrasound 
in food preservation. Natural 
Science. 2013;5:5-13. DOI: 10.4236/
ns.2013.58A2002

[45] Sutariya S, Sunkesula V, Kumar R,  
Shah K. Emerging applications of 
ultrasonication and cavitation in dairy 
industry: A review. Cogent Food & 
Agriculture. 2018;4:1549187. DOI: 
10.1080/23311932.2018.1549187


